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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

A camera operation apparatus for operating a 
iera yia a network, comprising: 

(age means for storing at least one module for 
a control command for the camera in 
accordance V i_tn each kind of camera; 

recognition means for recognizing information 
associated wiVh a kind of camera subject to control; 
selection^ means for selecting a module for 
10 generating the control command for the camera from said 
at least one module, on the basis of the information 
associated with tne kind of camera recognized by said 
recognition means; \and 

module request means, connected to the network, 
15 for requesting through the network, transmission of the 
module corresponding t\p the kind of camera recognized 
by said recognition mea^ps to a device having the module 
corresponding to the kinlf of camera recognized by said 
recognition means, when s\±d camera operation apparatus 
20 has no module corresponding to the kind of camera 
recognized by said recognition means. 



2. An apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising: 

25 control right request mean^ for requesting a 

control right for the camera to ^ camera server 
executing control of the camera, 
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wherein the 
of camera is attached to 
notice for the camera 
in response to a request 
camera by said control r 



associated with the kind 
a control right obtaining 
notified from the camera server 
to the control right for the 
ilght request means. 



operating the camera, on 



selected by said selection means, 



wherein said display 



display contents for operation in said window in 



3. An apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising: 

display means for d: splaying a window for 



the basis of the module 



means changes at least 



accordance with a kind of 



camera . 



4. An apparatus acc 
said camera operation apparatus 
panning and tilting 



operations 



5 . A camera operatijo 
camera via a network, 

storage means for 
generating a control 
accordance with each kind 

recognition means 
associated with a kind o 

selection means for 



con prising: 



Drding to claim 1, wherein 

allows at least one of 
of the camera. 



n apparatus for operating a 



at least one module for 
for the camera in 
of camera ; 

recognizing information 
camera subject to control; 
selecting a module for 



st oring 



comi land 



for 
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generating the control command for the camera from said 
at least one module, or the basis of the information 
associated with the kind of camera recognized by said 
recognition means; and 

display means for Idisplaying a window for 
operating the camera, dn the basis of the module 
selected by said selectlion means, 

wherein said display means changes at least 
display contents for operation in said window in 
accordance with a kind <bf camera. 

6 . An apparatus according to claim 5 , wherein 
said camera operation apparatus allows at least one of 
panning and tilting operations of the camera. 

7. A camera serveif for controlling a camera on 
the basis of a control instruction received from a 
camera operation apparatus via a network, comprising: 

determination meand for determining whether the 
camera operation apparatus can control the camera when 
a camera control right ilequest is received from said 
camera operation apparatjus; and 

output means for outtputting a camera control right 
obtaining notice to the camera operation apparatus and 
information associated with the kind of camera together 
with the notice when said determination means 
determines that the cameifa operation apparatus can 
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8. A server according to claim 7, wherein said 
output means outputs a hiotice representing that the 
control right for the camera cannot be obtained to the 
camera operation apparatus and information associated 
with the kind of camera I together with the notice when 
said determination means determines that the camera 
operation apparatus can (operate the camera. 

9. A camera operation method of operating a 
camera via a network, coi iprising the steps of: 

storing at least on<> module for generating a 
control command for the c amera in accordance with each 
kind of camera; 

recognizing informal ion associated with a kind of 
camera subject to controJ ; 

selecting a module i or generating the control 
command for the camera from said at least one module, 
on the basis of the information associated with the 
kind of camera recognizee in the recognizing step; and 

requesting through tie network, transmission of 



the module corresponding : 
recogni zed in the recogni ; 



the module corresponding 1 o the kind of camera 



recognized in the recogni2 



o the kind of camera 
ing step to a device having 



ing step, when there is no 



module corresponding to the kind of camera recognized 
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in the recognizing step. 

10. A method according to claim 9, further 
comprising the step on: 

requesting a contpol right for the camera to a 
camera server executing control of the camera, 

wherein the information associated with the kind 
of camera is attached to a control right obtaining 
notice for the camera Aotified from the camera server 
in response to a request to the control right for the 
camera in the requesting step. 

11. A method according to claim 9, further 
comprising the step of : I 

displaying a window for operating the camera, on 
the basis of the module I selected in the selecting step, 

wherein said displaying step changes at least 
display contents for operation in said window in 
accordance with a kind of camera. 

12. A method according to claim 9, wherein said 
camera operation method aiLlows at least one of panning 
and tilting operations of \ the camera. 



13. A camera operation method of operating a 
camera via a network, comprising the steps of: 

storing at least one mpdule for generating a 
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control command for th^ camera in accordance with each 
kind of camera; 

recognizing information associated with a kind of 
camera subject to a control; 

selecting a module! for generating the control 
command for the camera from said at least one module, 
on the basis of the information associated with the 



kind of camera recogniz 

displaying a window 
the basis of the module 



in the recognizing step; and 
for operating the camera, on 
selected in the selecting step, 
ing step changes at least 



wherein said display 
display contents for opei ation said window in 
accordance with a kind on camera, 

14. A method accordijng to claim 13, wherein said 
camera operation method allows at least one of panning 
and tilting operations ofl the camera. 



15. A method of con 
20 controlling a camera on 

instruction received froml 
via a network, comprising 

determining whether 
can control the camera whi 
25 request is received from 
apparatus; and 

outputting a camera 



rolling a camera server for 
le basis of a control 

a camera operation apparatus 

the steps of : 

bhe camera operation apparatus 
in a camera control right 
Jaid camera operation 

>ntrol right obtaining notice 
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to the camera operation apparatus and information 
associated with the kind of camera together with the 
notice when it is determ .ned in the determining step 
that the camera operatio i apparatus can control the 
camera. 



16. A method according to claim 15, wherein the 
outputting step comprise 3 outputting a notice 
representing that the co ltrol right for the camera 
cannot be obtained to tho camera operation apparatus 
and information associate id with the kind of camera 
together with the notice when it is determined in the 
determining step that thf camera operation apparatus 
can operate the camera. 

17. A storage medium for storing a 
computer-readable program for executing a camera 
operation processing coir prising the steps of: 

storing at least ore module for generating a 



control command for the 
kind of camera; 

recognizing informe 
camera subject to contr 



camera in accordance with each 



tion associated with a kind of 



selecting a module for generating the control 
command for the camera f rom said at least one module, 
on the basis of the info rmation associated with the 
kind of camera recognize i in the recognizing step; and 



\ 
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requesting through the network, transmission of 
the module corresponding vp the kind of camera 
recognized in the recognizjLng step to a device having 
the module corresponding to the kind of camera 
recognized in the recognizing step when there is no 
module corresponding to thk kind of camera recognized 
in the recognizing step. 



18. A medium according 
processing further comprise 

requesting a control 
camera server executing coi 

wherein the informati* 
of camera is attached to a 
notice for the camera noti 
in response to a request t< 
camera in the requesting s 



to claim 17, wherein the 
Is the step of : 
[ight for the camera to a 
Itrol of the camera, 

associated with the kind 
control right obtaining 
Led from the camera server 
the control right for the 
ip. 



19. A medium according I to claim 17, wherein the 
processing further comprises the step of: 

displaying a window for operating the camera, on 
the basis of the module selected in the selecting step, 

wherein display contends for operation in said 
display means are changed by] at least the window in 
accordance with a kind of camera. 



20. A medium according to claim 17, wherein the 
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processing allows at least 
operations of the camera. 

21 . A storage medium 
computer-readable program 



operation processing comprising the steps of 



storing at least one 



one of panning and tilting 



for storing a 

for executing a camera 



module for generating a 



control command for the camera in accordance with each 
kind of camera; 

recognizing inf ormati Dn associated with a kind of 
camera subject to control 

selecting a module for generating the control 
command for the camera fron said at least one module, 
on the basis of the information associated with the 
kind of camera recognized Ln the recognizing step; and 

displaying a window f :>r operating the camera, on 
the basis of the module selected in the selecting step, 

wherein said displaying step changes at least 
display contents for operation in said window in 
accordance with a kind of I camera. 



22. A medium according to claim 21, wherein the 
processing allows at least one of panning and tilting 
operations of the camera! 



23 . A storage medi 
computer- readable progr 



for storing a 

for executing a camera 
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control processing compri 

determining whether 
can control the camera wh 
request is received from 
via a network; and 

outputting a camera 
to the camera operation a 
associated with the kind 
notice when it is determi 
that the camera operation 
camera . 

24. A medium accordir 
outputting step comprises 



;ing the steps of: 
:he camera operation apparatus 
»n a camera control right 
camera operation apparatus 

ntrol right obtaining notice 
aratus and information 

camera together with the 
d in the determining step 
apparatus can control the 



15 representing that the control right for the camera 



cannot be obtained to the 



g to claim 23, wherein the 
outputting a notice 



camera operation apparatus 



20 



and information associated with the kind of camera 
together with the notice Lhen it is determined in the 
determining step that th€ camera operation apparatus 
can operate the camera. 
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